Concentrating on the classroom

Uncomfortable and dehydrated schoolchildren who are unable to concentrate on their work, may soon be a thing of the past thanks to a range of innovative new classroom accessories developed by the award-winning concentrate design.

Statistics from the World Health Organisation show that 2% of dehydration leads to a 20% drop in concentration. concentrate design’s new bottlecoolerpenholder is specially designed to combat this. 

It encourages children to drink more by prompting them to have a bottle of water in front of them at their desks. Made from thermally insulating neoprene, it is a wet-suit style jacket for bottles, which will keep water cool, as well as store pens, pencils and other stationary needed during the school day. 

This is just one of the new products recently launched by the company. Other concentrate products include the chairpadbookbag, a bag that doubles as a comfortable padded seat cover when hung over the back of a school chair.
Mark Champkins, a graduate of the Royal College of Art and founder of concentrate, started the company after working at the Helen Hamlyn Research Centre on a year-long project to investigate the design of new school buildings and equipment. After developing the idea he entered NESTA’s Creative Pioneer Programme and won an award to establish concentrate design.

Mark Champkins said:

“No matter which school I was in, I kept noticing the same thing. It is easier for children to play and to learn if they are better able to concentrate. So I began to look at the reasons that children might be distracted, uncomfortable or unable to focus in lessons no matter where they went to school, and I set about designing some simple, cost-effective products to address some of the problems.” 

In order to thoroughly test the products, three schools were involved in a six-week trial, in which a class of children from each school put the products through their paces.

Simon Cooper-Hind, Headteacher of Nightingale School in Hampshire, said:

“We really enjoyed being part of the trial. The children found it exciting, and each kept a diary of their observations. Having been involved in the development of the products, we look forward to seeing them on the market”

The bottlecoolerpenholder (£7) and the chairpadbookbag (£25) are both available now.

For more info, or to order, visit www.concentrate.org.uk
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Notes to editor 

The early effects of even mild dehydration are significant for health, well being, performance and learning - and in the long term carry a higher risk of a number of health problems and disease states. These include constipation, continence problems, kidney and urinary tract infections, kidney stones, and some cancers. In some scientific studies, a decrease in cancer risk was specifically associated with water, as opposed to any other fluids. 
Children are liable to injure themselves if they carry school bags weighing more than 10% of their bodyweight. The chairpadbookbookbag has been carefully designed to limit the number of books that can be carried whilst remaining practical.

Background

Mark Champkins read Manufacturing and Management at Cambridge University before studying Industrial Design Engineering at the Royal College of Art.

Mark Champkins was “British Inventor of the year” in 2002-3 for his Self-Heating Crockery. The crockery instantaneously heats to sixty degrees when triggered, and significantly reduces the rate of cooling of foodstuffs and liquids in contact with the items. The crockery can be 're-charged’ with heat energy and used again by cleaning it in the dishwasher. 

The crockery was taken on by the Royal College of Art’s Innovation Unit and was featured on BBC Tomorrow’s World.  For more information visit http://www.innovation.rca.ac.uk/archive/pr_sing.php?i=5

The Helen Hamlyn Research Centre is based at the Royal College of Art and works to advance a socially inclusive approach to design through practical research and projects with industry. 

For more information visit www.hhrc.rca.ac.uk

Concentrate was set up after winning an award in a “business plan competition” run by the Creative Pioneer Programme at NESTA (National Endowment for Science Technology and the Arts). 

NESTA’s Creative Pioneer Programme is a funding initiative designed to encourage the growth of a new generation of creative entrepreneurs. 

For more information visit www.nesta.org.uk

The prototype bottlecoolerpenholder and chairpadbookbag were featured in an item on Children’s BBC Newsround in October 2003, and are part of a range of new products under development to help primary school children concentrate in lessons.
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For more information contact Mark Champkins on 0207 012 1715. Downloadable images at 72 dpi and 300 dpi are available at http://www.concentrate.org.uk/index.php?page=86
